December 7, 2025

Weekend Masses
Vigil at Our Lady of Grace Church — 4:00pm
Sunday at St. Anthony Church — 8:00am
Sunday at St. Thomas Church —9:15am
Sunday at St. Anthony Church — 11:00am
Daily Masses
Monday — Friday at
St. Anthony Church — 8:00am
Confession
Saturdays at Our Lady of Grace Church —
3:00 - 3:45pm
Adoration
Mondays at St. Anthony Church —
7:00 - 8:00pm — with the
Sacrament of Confession

SAINT |ouls DE MONTFORT PARISH

PARISH STAFF AND MINISTRIES:

P.O. Box 97, Litchfield, CT 06759
860-567-5209 office@stlouisdemontfortparish.org
The Main Office is located at 49 South Street, Litchfield
Monday - Thursday 9am-1pm, Friday 9am-12pm

Administrator: Rev. Matt Collins

Pastor’s Assistant: Aidan Stewart

Pastoral Associate: Anthony Belske

Business Manager: Cate Corwin

Coordinator of Parish Cemeteries: Bob Zavagnin
Property Manager STV: Doug Corwin

STV Altar Guild: Dolores Marshall

SAP Altar Guild: Anna Wilson
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PARISH CAMPUSES

ST ANTHONY OF PADUA CHURCH
49 South Street, Litchfield. CT 06759

i ST THOMAS OF VILLANOVA CHURCH

71 North Street, Goshen, CT 06756

OUR LADY OF GRACE CHURCH
715 Bantam Road. Bantam, CT 06750




Second Sunday of Advent - December 7, 2025

| Mass Intentions |

Pope Lco’s Praver Intention For December:
For Christians in areas of conflict.
Let us pray that Christians living in arcas of war or
conflict, especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of
peace, reconciliation and hope.
LM — Si Louis de Montfort Parish; SAP — St Anthony of Padua Church;
STV — 8t thomas of Villanova Church; OLG — Owr Lady of Grace Church

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2025

OLG 4:00 PM + Paul Fvans ~ By Mary Jane Evans

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025

SAP 8:00 AM + Thomas O'Hare ~ By Lisa Bauer

STV 9:15 AM + Angelina & Lodovico Pedone & their

daughiers Camella, Rose & Louise ~ By the Pedone Family

SAP 11:00 AM + Jane Moraghan ~ By Janet Berlet

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2025

SAP 8:00 AM Living & Deecased of the Parish

STV 6:00 PM Living & Deccascd Pricsts of the Archdiocese

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2025

SAP 8:00 AM + Sally Slick ~ By the Barra Family

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2025

SAP 8:00 AM + Tish Sampenaro

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11. 2025

SAP 8:00 AM + Barbara & Evan Williams

FRIDAY DECEMBER 12, 2025

SAP 8:00 AM + Sandi Pieger

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2025

OLG 4:00 PM + Candace Romano ~ By George Romano

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2025

SAP 8:00 AM + Jack & Mart Donohue ~ By the Donohue

Family

STV 9:15 AM  Gary Hough, Norman Daley, Bernard
Richards & Robert Johns ~ By their Families

SAP 11:00 AM + Robert Adams ~ By Family

Collections: THIS Weekend’s will be the Parish Weekly
and Monthly. NEXT Weekend’s will be the Parish Weekly:

Saint Louis de Montfort Parish
November 22nd & 23rd

WEEKLY:: ...iininnnninssnniionsisisnen $ 4,590.00
ONLINE GIVING : e $ 862.75
November 29th & 30th
WEEKLY: couneoerernrernererneressosessosessosens $ 4,303.00
ONLINE GIVING : e $1,145.00
Thank yowfor Your Continuted Generosity to-
Saint Lowiy de Montfort Parish.

Online Giving Is HERE...

Saint Louis de Montfort Parish’s Online Giving tool for s
contributions. Go to our Parish Online Giving website at
www.osvhub.com/stlouisdemontfortparish/giving/funds
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Plenty of slots are open for Mass intentions!
Please call or visit the office for more
information or to schedule.

Please add the following people to your prayers
¥ Maric Sanlord ¥ Lois Buchanan ¥ Gordon L1ills
¥ l'iona Riley ¥ John Pelehat ¥ Lileen Proveaux
¥ Bob Grosclaude ¥ 1.1z Carter ¥ Ed Perry
¥ Mary Corbo ¥ Tracey Bassos ¥ Stephen Foster
¥ .acey G & Elliott ¥ Brior Stack-Sweeney
¥ Chris Dole ¥ Bernard Harrington % Fr. Josh Wilbur

Sacraments At Qur Parish

Sacrament of Baptism: Call thc main parish officc [or
more information.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Every Saturday al Our
Lady of Grace Church (3:00--3:45pm); during Adoration
on Mondays 7:00--8:00pm at St. Anthony’s Church

Sacrament of Matrimony: Plcasc call the main officc at
Icast six months in advance before making any other
arrangements.

Anointing of the Sick: Please call the office.

Religious Education: Sacramcnls of First Reconciliation,
First Communion, and Confirmation:
Please call Cate Corwin.

Adult Sacraments: Any adull wishing Lo rcceive the
Sacraments of Baptism, First Communions, and/or
Conlirmation arc welcome Lo join the OCIA and Adult
Conlirmation process. Plcase call the office [or more
information.




Knights of Columbus Council 56 next
@ \ mecting; December 11, slarting at 6:30
‘dﬁ” pm with pizza. All current Knights and
/- " those intcrested in joining welcome (o

atiend. If you arc atlending, RSVP to the

Parish Office.
L? ST. ANTHONY'S COUNCIL 56
FKor t KNIGHTS Grand Knight Michael Rarraching
a OF COLUMBUS mbarrachina39id gmail. com

1\\ .J’/ IN SERVICE TO ONE. IN SERVICE TO ALL
/. ST THOMAS COUNCIL 13128
JKeEL KNIGHTS

A

ANIGH] Grand Knight David Poirier
OF co I_U M B U S
Call or email for more information or to join!

860-248-9489
poiriersaxiciaol. com

vent

During Advent, the Pastoral Tcam will be giving a scrics of
Iectures on the gencalogy of Jesus according to the Gospel of
Matthew to prepare for Christmas. The talks will be on
November 30 and December 7, and 14, all at 6pm al St.
Anthony Church Hall. Knights of Columbus Council 56 will
be providing a soup dinner to go along with each of the talks.
This week, for the second talk, Anthonyv Belske will be
speaking on “The Sinners, rom David 1o the Exile.” All are
welcome to come as we prepare for Christmas.
*Correction® Last weekend’s bulletin had incorrect
dates for December. The next two talks will be on the
7th and the 14th,

Litchficld Fricnds,

As we enter the exciting season of giving, there are Litchfield
familics that nced help! The Litchficld Children’s Fund has
helped provide clothing for children in need since the 1950°s!
The fund provides monies exclusively for warm clothing for
Litchficld children. This vear we have cighty children who are
in nced of help. I am reaching out, once again, 1o ask for your
help with our on-going efforts. Any help, large or small. will
help local familics purchase warm winter clothing. 100% of the
donations benefit the children since the fund is managed
completely by volunteers. Thank vou, in advance, for any help
you can give and for your continucd support on behalf of our
community! Donalions can be madc Lo:

The Litchfield Children’s Fund
PO Box 774
Litchficld, CT 06759
With thanks,

Denise Parker, Coordinator
The Litchficld Children’s Fund

How We Worship

December 7th - Starting at the 9am Mass
at St Thomas of Villanova Church, Goshen

#3 Sacraments...
ptism & Confirmation

THE G-IRISTHAS MASS SCHEDULE IS AS FOLLOWS:
Dec 24: Christmas Eve - 4:00 (OLG) - 4:30 (SAP)
Dec 25: Christmas Day - 12:00 Midnight (SAP)
9:30 (STV) - 11:00 - (SAP)

The Shrine of

OUTracs

C
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Volunteer students are wanted for the Living Nativity at
Lourdcs in Litchlicld. We arc looking for high school aged
volunteers to participate. For more information, contact
Theresa Simaitis - email: tsimaitis/a@rsd20.org
Phone: (860) 567-7429

Call for Artist & Sculptors
2026 Montlort Sculpturc Exhibition
Contemplation <= Rellection
Lourdes in Litchfield is sponsoring an outdoor sculpture
cxhibition, cncouraging Silent Contemplation and
refleetion as a practice to pray and connect with God.
The exhibition will run from the Opening Reception.
May 16, 2026 to November 30, 2026
Collaborating sponsors arc:
Northwest CT Arts Council
Conncclicut Socicty of Sculptors
New England Foundation [or the Arls
New England Sculptors Association
Applications can bc complcted online now or before
January 18, 2026;
www.shrinect.org/sculpture




Branches on

the Vine

When Father Joseph Keough, pastor of
Sacred Heart Parish in Suflield, traveled fo
Mexico City earlier this month, he expected
a meaningful pilgrimage. What he didn’t ex-
pect was how his visit to the Basilica of Our
Lady of Guadalupe would impact him and
shape his plans for the parish’s upcoming
teast day celebration.

“It was something I always wanted to do,” he
says. “My dad always had a strong devotion
to the Blessed Mother. It's an image of her I
wanted to learn more about, especially the
Miracle of the Tilma”

Keough joined a group organized by Verso
Ministries, traveling with two parishioners
and others from across the United States.
'The group spent five days exploring the
sacred sites connected to the apparitions of
Our Lady to St. Juan Diego. To understand
the significance of these sites, it helps to
recall the story at the heart of the devotion.

In 1531, Juan Diego reported apparitions of
the Virgin Mary on Tepeyac Hill in Mexico
City, who asked for a shrine and proved her
message by imprinting her image on his
tilma when he presented miraculous winter
roses to the bishop. The image -- unchanged

12/10 & 11 WEDS / THURS 10AM-4PM
ADVENT BAKING RETREAT:

HOW A PILGRIMAGE TO MEXICO SPARKED A
PRIEST'S PASSION FOR THE GUADALUPE FEAST

for centuries despite its fragile material --
carries indigenous symbols, accurate con-
stellations from the day of the apparition,
microscopic human reflections in the eyes,
and scriptural parallels, leading many to see
it as a miraculous, divinely created sign.

“What moved me most was seeing how the
apparition brought unity;” Keough says.
“Our Blessed Mother spoke to both the na-
tive people and the Spanish explorers, and
her message - ‘I am your mother, and you
are my son’ - led to conversion and healing.
It really was an important trip. Americans
need to see this, experience it, and learn
about it.”

He was also struck by the symbolic depth of

the image.

“Everything on the tilma has meaning - the
stars on her mantle reflect the night sky of
Dec. 12, 1531, Keough explains. “There’s

a heavenly message embedded in every
detail”

The experience inspired him to create a
more intentional and joyful celebration

of the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe at
Sacred Heart this year on Dec. 12. Before
leaving for Mexico, he asked parishioners if
they had prayer intentions he could bring
to the Basilica.

September 22 to
October 4, 2026
54,590 per persomn
Jfrom New York

“More than 200 people responded,” Keough
says, “When I came back, so many thanked
me. There’s a real excitement about it in the
parish”

Sacred Heart Parish’s Feast of Our Lady

of Guadalupe at Sacred Heart Church on
Dec. 12 will begin with Bucharistic Adora-
tion from 7:30 to 8 a.m., followed by Mass
at 8 a.m., which will be livestreamed on

the parish Facebook page. Father Keough
will preach a special Guadalupe-themed
homily, reflecting on his pilgrimage and
the message of trust and closeness to Christ
through the Blessed Mother,

An image of Our Lady of Guadalupe, pro-
vided by a parish family, will be displayed

prominently.

In the afternoon, the parish hopes to host
a brief devotional program highlighting
key moments from the pilgrimage and the
history of the apparition.

The simple, but profound message be-
hind the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
resonates in the lives of parishioners today.
“That message of trust and drawing closer
to our Lord through his mother” Keough
adds. “T am your mother, you are my son.”
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Navigating

the New

Mercy by the Sea Retreat Cenl

B~ Manday 16:00.

FOR WORE INEG O TO REGIRTER VIET:

MF_RI:YBYTH SEA.

CARDAMOM BUNS AND CINNAMON
ROLLS, WITH PAM HARDIMAN

Holy Family Retreat Center, 303 Tunxis
Rd, West Hartford

REGISTRATION 1];’ -
15 HIGHLY

ENCOURAGED.

FINST COME,
FIRST SERVED

Cn December 10th or 11th, come join us at Holy Family
Retreat Center, to take a break from the holiday rush
and bake fresh, warm cardamem buns and cinnaman
rolls to enjoy on Christmas maorning. We will make
ornaments for our trees while the dough is rising.

$75, includes lunch. 860-760-9705.

Athens ¢+ Greek Isle Cruise -+ Istanbul
12/9 TUESDAY 7:30PM
AMARCORD CONCERT
St Peter Claver Church

47 Pleasant St, West Hartford

2025 ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL

Scan the QR code to learn how you can make a lasting impact!

iy

|:E-". I-&“
(=] st

o

Saint Peter Claver proudly presents the world famous
German a cappella vocal ensemble, AMARCORD, in a
very special Christmas program on Tuesday, December
9 at 7:30 PM. General admission tickets available

at $40. Please join us at one of their rare American
appearances for an unforgettable musical event.
Tickets are sold on-line only at
speknightsfundraiser.ludus.com

40% 50% 60% T0% B0% 280% 100%

| | 1 |

Total Goal: $10M  96.59% as of 11/25/25

$9,658,529.00 pledges from 28,923 generous donors

www.archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal




THE PASTOR’S CORNER

My friends, last week we began the Advent
Season with a new series of Homilies
reflecting on “Be still”, which comes from
Psalm 46 which says, “Be still and know that |
am God.” We all know of the ‘noise’ of the
holiday season, and for all of us we tend to
get caught up in the moment. However, the
‘noise’ we need to listen to as it echo’s
throughout this season is the words of John
the Baptist where he preaches, “Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” fulfilling
the words of the Prophet Isaiah, “A voice of
one crying out in the desert, Prepare the way
of the Lord, make straight his paths.”

John the Baptist is seen as the voice- the
loudest person in the Gospel because his
mission was to help the people of Israel to
repent and prepare the way of the Lord. His
voice disrupted their lives- but in a good way.
It helped them to reorient themselves from
viewing their lives as if God had abandoned
them to Roman oppression and focus on
what truly matters- the coming of the Christ.

The thing is my friends, Advent and Christmas
are times when our lives are disrupted by the
sound of silence. Yes, the sound of silence.
When God created the world He did not do so
with a ‘big bang’, but rather in silence. He
sent the angel Gabriel to Mary in a very quiet
and still way and asked her to be the mother
of God. He sent the angel to appear to Joseph
in adream, in the quiet moment of night. And
he came into this world in the most humble
and silent moment that first Christmas night,
with Mary and Joseph in a manger. God’s
voice si not loud. His actions, yes are noisy,
but His voice is simple and quiet.

So, lets let Advent and Christmas be a
disruption for us; but a disruption that will
allow us to hear the voice of God in the sound
of silence. We need to silence ourselves from
the noisiness of the secular dimension of the
season and focus internally on the voice God
echoes within us. We do this by simply closing
our eyes for 30 seconds, 1 minute, 5 minutes,
etc.. and breath in and imagine Christ
coming too you and placing His hand on your
shoulders. And all he says is “Be still”- for it is
only in the stillness of our hearts where we
can hear the silence of God’s voice.

-Fr. Matt

HAMPS

MASONRY & CHIMNEY

1‘ g

Historical Masonry & [E]¥=:[s]
Chimney Restoration ]

860-809-5950 [A2

www.ChampsMasonryandChimney.com

NEVER MISS
OUR BULLETIN!

SUBSCRIBE

Have our bulletin emailed
to you every week.

MICHAEL RUSSELL
Office: 860-567-5406

860-806-7099
russellelectricct@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION and MAINTENANCE
271 Kenyon Road, Morris CT 06763

Health Insurance Medicare Plans

Confused about Medicare Plans?
Turning 65? Some plans at 0 cost!

Steve Ardussi
860-567-5534

“Your Personal Benefits Advisor” « “Trusted and Local”

Visit www.parishesonline.com

Keith M. Phalen

@% ﬂ Funeral Director

prphalen@snet.net
FUNERAL HOME www.phalenfuneral.com

285 Migeon Ave., Torrington, CT

For all your real estate needs.

Atty. James Stedronsky

Stedronsky & Meter, LLC
62 West Street
On the green, Litchfield

860-567-9111
hjs@stedlaw.com
www.stedlawcom

Exclusively five-star rated on Google.

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Mary Hoffman

mhoffman@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x6340

Grotto Gift Sho
=
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IN LITCuriiLn
50 Montiort Bd (Rie. 1 18), Litchfield, C7 06759 ) 567-091

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

=. E.J. MURPHY REALTY
n

Experience You Can Trust Since 1946!
39 West Street
Litchfield, CT
(860) 567-0813 (860) 491-1090
www .ejmurphyrealty.com
Serving Litchfield County Since 1946

61 Sharon Turnpike
Goshen, CT

Telephone (860) 482-3155

CIESCO MEMORIALS

Monuments  Markers ® Cleanings

Cemetery Lettering ® Bronze Plaques
John C. Ciesco 199 Main Street
Cemetery Consultant Torrington, CT 06790

Email: ciesco@op net  Www.ciesc 1als.com

MDMedAlere!™

v’ Ambulance v Police/Fire
v Family v GPS & Fall Alert

IF YOU LIVE ALONE __[FFrE

CALLNOW:
800.8083234 »' @ %

#& md-medalert.com

Imo.

(1pi) St Louis de Montfort, Litchfield, CT




Commercial and Residential New Construction - 320 Goshen Rd., Litchfield, CT

Timothy M. Cook MARK ABBOTT 860-601-1280 SULLIVAN BROTHERS Hichens&Baths- Litchfield P|umbmg & Heating LLC
' " Owner/Director : e g Fovedton Bse 1060 ,,e:,gzmi: Commercial & Residential » Since 1945

1Wolcott Road, Wolcott - 203-879-4555 - LOUIS HLADICK, Contractor ¥
82 Litchfield Street Torrington p I N N AC L E www.sullivan-brothers.com [ STEVEN HLADICK, Contractor
' CARPENTRY Free Estimates - Visit Our Showroom ol Licensed & Insured i
(860) 482-4456 | cookfuneralhomect.com || &)  7re Highest Point in Quaity & Value “Your One Stop Remodeling and Building Center” — 860-567-0488 —
We're Here For You! P44
860-491-4673 (HOPE) SUPPORT OU

goshencommunitycare.org
5 0ld Middle Street Goshen, CT 06756

Torrington, CT
860-489-HEAT (4328) « www.carlsonheating.com
CT Lic. #0409336-S1

BUILDING & Visiting Nurse & Hospice
ot MMUNITY A
@!‘l SUPPLIES, INC. D“ES Y["'IR NUNPRUF" l—. SE&«{SZSET TER of Litchfield County
“Be Smart, See Hért” Caring for the residents of Litchfield County Since 1922
860-482-1000 “REANIZATI“N NEED = ! . Home Care - Palliative Care - Hospice - Therapy

www.hartbuilding.com 7 860-379-8561 « www.foothillsvna.org
1385 NEW LITCHFIELD ST, RTE. 202, TORRINGTON A NEWSI_E I I ER

ADVERTISE

32 UNION STREET « WINSTED, CT

: Kim D'Andrea, Realtor®
Patterson Engaging, ad-supported " Smshssoite
print and digital newsletters The KIMRON Team

The Patterson Oil Company
Fuel Oil - Propane

860-489-9271 - 24 Hr. Emergency Service
Lic. No. HOD048

William Pitt Sotheby's Int'l Realty
10 South St, PO Box 275 - Litchfield, CT 06759
¢ 860.459.4221 0 860.567.0806 x4524
Soth bys kdandrea@williampitt.com | williampitt.com

ach Offce is Independently Owned and Operated.

to reach your community.

Visit Ipicommunities.com

Wills, Trusts, Estate Planning
POAs and Living Wills
Atty. Michael J. Reardon
Atty. Janie L. McDermott

Carmody Torrance Sandak & Hennessey LLP
21 South Street, Litchfield, CT | (860) 567-0456

‘ Join us for socializing, entertainment & making new friends
i e Free Trial Day « Program for Adults with Dementia __ .

Adult Day " Light Breakfast « Healthy Lunch « Respite Care r @
Center Transportation « Art, Movement & Dance Therapy

409 Bantam Road, Litchfield « 860-567-2402 « nwctadultday.org

Your Brand, Your Price, C ! y TRlumen R Kenneth Watson PO Box 274
Just Ask " i

ustas 0 5 1€N f' Full\' Licensed and Insured gr K thu 5 a arm 8605675161 KQﬂ.S Morris, CT 06763
61 Sharon Turnpike, Goshen wine SPf” S Proudly serving Connecticut for more than 38 Years . . .
00361207 e Liched, CT Puinting Service
goshenwme.org Call or Text 860-485-5887 www.ArethusaFarm.com Interior & Exterior Painting - Carpentry Work
goshenwineandspirits@gmail.com 5% DISCOUNT WITH.MENTION OF THISAD i i Snow Plowing « Gutters « Pressure Washing

© ADT-Monitored Home Security - |

S Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust m i 0

Sesebiinars : L Breakfast & Lunch

® Burglary ® Flood Detection Open 7-3 Daily

g & 18 Commons Drive, Ll‘rchﬁeld
® Carbon Monoxide 833-287-3502 ﬂ ‘-\ Scan QR Code for Menu or to order

ENTERPRISES

TREE SERVICE - LANDSCAPING

- MELARAGNO IMPROVEMENTS Call TODAY for
S Now REMOVAL J 4 Family Owned & Operated. Serving VALUED Litchfield County
. customers for over 15 years. a FREE
JOSEPH LASKY JR. . Residential & Commercial CONSULTATION
203-948-7307 & Quote
laskyenterprises.com 860-605-8920

% » |ERiEARNIurston « Melissa A. Thurston Meraky

239 West Street, Litchfield

RO Al Day Cafe
— Food to Love: that’s our mission )
DOYLES MEDICAL SUPPLY, LLC TENDER CAR CARE THE BAKEHOUSE 860.361.9777 0
25 Coe Place * Torrington, CT 06790 GENERAL REPAIRS - USED CARS Hours change seasonally o e
Oxygen * CPAP « Stairway Lifts - Established 1979 Astisan Breads » Wedding Cakes Eocat/ CHtenre s RN
P b \@E JODY DeLISLE, OWNER Specialty Baked Goods M} Merakifood.com
N oy el D)L
) Clp el e 12 ROOSEVELT AVE. - BANTAM 7 North St,, Litchfield, CT F LOV CREATIVIT SOUL

2036 D . & 7 (WERE HIRING!
Catholic &L % :El;aj:;f EXECUTIVES

Calendar | woreem | BRING YOUR PASSION.

Fill every month with faith! WORK WITH PURPOSE.

« Paid training * Some travel
* Work-life balance

« Full-Time with benefits

* Serve your community

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574  Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com St Louis de Montfort, Litchfield, CT ~ 03-0572

Order Yours Today! >




