SAINT Jouls DE MONTFORT PARISH

Weekend Masses
Vigil at Our Lady of Grace Church — 4:00pm
Sunday at St. Anthony Church — 8:00am
Sunday at St. Thomas Church —9:15am
Sunday at St. Anthony Church — 11:00am
Daily Masses
Monday — Friday at
St. Anthony Church — 8:00am
Confession
Saturdays at Our Lady of Grace Church —
3:00 - 3:45pm
Adoration
Mondays at St. Anthony Church —
7:00 - 8:00pm — with the
Sacrament of Confession

PARISH STAFF AND MINISTRIES:
P.O. Box 97, Litchfield, CT 06759
860-567-5209 office@stlonisdemontfortparish.org
The Main Office is located at 49 South Street, Litchfield
Monday - Thursday 9am-1pm. Friday 9am-12pm
litchfieldhillscatholic.org

Administrator: Rev. Matt Collins
Pastor’s Assistant: Aidan Stewart
Pastoral Associate: Anthony Belske
Business Manager: Cate Corwin
Coordinator of Parish Cemeteries: Bob Zavagnin
Property Manager STV: Doug Corwin
STV Altar Guild: Dolores Marshall
SAP Altar Guild: Anna Wilson
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PARISH CAMPUSES

n ,~ ST ANTHONY OF PADUA CHURCH

’:‘Q 49 South Street. Litchfield. CT 06759
W

. ST THOMAS OF VILLANOVA CHURCH
71 North Street, Goshen, CT 06756

OUR LADY OF GRACE CHURCH
715 Bantam Road, Bantam. CT 06750




Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 21, 2025

| Mass Intentions |

Pope Lco’s Praver Intention For December:
For Christians in areas of conflict.
Let us pray that Christians living in arcas of war or
conflict, especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of
peace, reconciliation and hope.
LM — Si Louis de Montfort Parish; SAP — St Anthony of Padua Church;
STV — 8t thomas of Villanova Church; OLG — Owr Lady of Grace Church

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2025

OLG 4:00 PM + Anne Ascolese ~ By Her Sisters

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2025

SAP 8:00 AM + Mary & Ben Cardillo ~ By the Cardillo
Family

STV 9:15 AM + Angeline Carisio ~ By Henriclta Horvay

SAP 11:00 AM + Tim, lLeo, & Louise Moynihan ~ By Family

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2025

SAP 8:00 AM + Barbara Vallely, Joseph Vallely, & James
Stewart ~ By Family
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2025

SAP 8:00 AM + Mary & Larry Cianciolo ~ By Anne & Sarah
Cianciolo

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2025
SAP 8:00 AM Living and Deccased of the Parish

THE (HRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE IS AS FOLLOWS:
Dec 24: Christinas Eve - 4:00 (OLG) - 4:30 (SAP)
Dec 25: Christmas Day - 12:00 Midnight (SAP)
9:00 (STV) - 11:00 (SAP)
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2025
SAP 8:00 AM + Mary Fabbri ~ By Family
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2025

OLG 4:00 PM + PJ Zguzenski ~ By Family
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2025

SAP 8:00 AM + Betry & Emil Block ~ By Daughter and
Son In-law
STV 9:15 AM | feo & Leonette Clement & Ginette Clement

~ By the Clement Family
SAP 11:00 AM + Josephine & Victor Antonini ~ By Family

Collections: THIS Weekend’s will be the Parish Weekly
and Retirement Fund for Religious Collections.
NEXT Weekend’s will be the Parish Weekly.
Saint Louis de Montfort Parish
December 13rd & 14th
Due to submission deadlines, last
weekend’s collection totals wil be
in next weekend’s bulletin.
Thank yowfor Your Continued Generosity to-
Saint Lowiy de Montfort Parish.

Online Giving Is HERE...

Saint Louis de Montfort Parish’s Online Giving tool for s
contributions. Go to our Parish Online Giving website at
www.osvhub.com/stlouisdemontfortparish/giving/funds
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Sacraments At Qur Parish

Sacrament of Baptism: Call the office for more
information.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Every Saturday at Qur
Lady of Grace Church (3:00--3:45pm); during Adoration
on Mondays 7:00--8:00pm at St. Anthony’s Church

Sacrament of Matrimony: Plcasc call the office at
least six months in advance before making any other
arrangcmcnis.

Anointing of the Sick: Plcasc call the officc.

Religious Education: Sacramenis of First Reconeiliation,
First Communion, and Confirmation: Please call Cate
Corwin.

Adult Sacraments: Any adult wishing Lo receive the
Sacramenls of Baptism, First Communions, and/or
Confirmation are welcome to join the OCIA and Adult
Conlirmation process. Plcase call the officc [or more
information.

Please add the following people to your prayers
¥ Maric Sanford ¥ Lois Buchanan ¥ Gordon 11ills
¥ l'iona Riley ¥ John Pelchat # Lileen Proveaux
¥ Bob Grosclaude ¥ Liz Carler P Lid Perry
¥ Mary Corbo ¥ Tracey Bassos ¥ Stephen Foster
¥ Lacey (G & FElliott ¥ Brior Stack-Sweeney
¥ Chris Dole ¥ Bernard Harrington % Fr. Josh Wilbur



ST. ANTHONY’S COUNCIL 56

L KNIGHTS Grand Knight Michael Barrachina
OF COLUMBUS

N SERVICE TO ONE. IN SERVICE TO ALL

mbarrachinad %@ gmeail com

& ST.THOMAS’ COUNCIL 13128
& KNIGHTS

AINIGH ] & Grane Knight David Poivier
4 OF COLUMBUS 860-248-9489
& IN SERVICE TO ONE. IN SERVICE TO ALL
4

potriersaxidiaod.com

Call or email for more information or to join!

doeat,

in our Advent Mission Series. Thank vou to Knights of
Columbus Council 56 for supplying the bread and soup and
for sponsoring the cvent,

Thank you to all who attended, participated, and volunteered

Sacramental Class

- December 21st

Starting at the 9:15am Mass at St Thomas
of Villanova Church, Goshen
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to register: emall stlonisdemontfortparish@gmail.com or call 860-491-2756
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IN LITCHFIELD

Call for Artist & Sculptors
2026 Montfort Sculpture Exhibition
Contemplation <> Refllcetion
Lourdes in Litchlicld is sponsoring an ouldoor sculplure
exhibition. encouraging Silent Contemplation and
reflection as a practice to pray and connect with God.
The exhibition will run from the Opening Reception,
May 16, 2026 (o November 30, 2026
Collaborating sponsors arc:
Northwest CT Arts Council
Connecticut Society of Sculptors
New England Foundation for the Arts
New England Sculplors Association
Applications can be completed online now or belore
January 18, 2026:
www.shrinect.org/sculpture

Litchfield Friends,

As we enter the exciting season of giving, there are Litchfield
familics that nced help! The Litchficld Children’s Fund has
helped provide clothing for children in need since the 1950°s!
The fund provides monies exclusively for warm clothing for

Litchficld children. This ycar we have cighty children who arc

in nced of help. [ am rcaching oul, once again, to ask (or your
help with our on-going efforts. Any help, large or small, will

help Tocal familics purchase warm winter clothing, 100% of the

donations benefit the children since the fund is managed

completely by volunteers. Thank vou, in advance, for any help

you can give and for vour continued support on behalf of our
communily! Donations can be made to:

The Litchfield Children’s Fund

PO Box 774
Litchficld, CT 06759
With thanks,
Denise Parker, Coordinator
The Litchlicld Children’s Fund
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AVON TEENS JOIN IN
SENDING GIFTS TO
MILITARY FOR THE

NEWS FROM THE

Branches on the Vine

On a Saturday in November, 15 teens
from St. Ann Parish in Avon spent their
morning serving the men and women who
protect our country far from home.

In the gymnasium of New Britain

High School, they joined hundreds of
other people from throughout Central
Connecticut in wrapping and packing food
gifts for military members in time for the

Christmas holiday.

“It's important to help. Some deployed
members don’t have family looking out

for them,” says Victoria Borisov, a St. Ann
Youth Ministry member who is in the eighth
grade. “A big part of our Catholic faith is
helping others, and this fits with that. It’sa
good cause”

“Service work is important when you're
Catholic,” adds Henry Madison, a seventh
grade youth ministry member. “We're here
to support the men and women overseas,
so they can have the holiday spirit. T wish I
could do more.”

'This service activity is one of many good
works performed by the St. Ann Parish
Youth Ministry. The Avon teens were
escorted by Caroline Mascoli, the new
director of youth ministry for the parish as
of last September.

Mascoli is encouraging the youth ministry
members, especially those who are

i
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confirmation candidates, to put in at

least eight hours of service for the year.
“For confirmation candidates, we're trying
to follow the Corporal Works of Mercy and
find events and activities related to that,”
she says.

Students fulfill three categories of service:
(1) individual, (2) with family and (3) with

a group.

Mascoli chose the “Boxes to Boots” group
event, which she had heard about from
other high school groups. “It was top of

my list because I knew it would be a great
way to get kids involved in the community,”
she says. “And, I have two brothers in the
Marines, so it hits close to home for me and
will for the students here as well.

The “Operation Cares 2025—Giving
Thanks to Our Troops” event was
sponsored by “Boxes to Boots,” a nonprofit
started in 2015 by Karen Cote, a military
mom in Berlin. At the 2025 event, the
Avon teens and hundreds of others worked
at 90 tables packing care packages of
breakfast treats and snacks, and fun gifts
such as Frisbees, for 1,800 to 1,900 service
members.

“It was so nice that active military were
here to make it even more meaningful;”
Mascoli notes. Some local military

12/22 MONDAY 7PM

MASS FOR THE GRIEVING

St. Mary’s Parish, 942 Hopmeadow
St, Simsbury

St. Mary's Parish, Simsbury invites those who are

grieving the loss of a loved one, to a Quiet Advent Mass
on Monday, December 22 at 7pm with a light reception

to follow in the Magowan Center. All are welcome.
Questions to St. Mary's at 860-658-7627.

HOLIDAYS

members, such as the ROTC and the
Connecticut National Guard, were present
packing boxes, receiving boxes and loading
the trucks.

Mascoli’s fiancée, Sean Murphy,
accompanied the Avon teens. “Its
wonderful,” he says of the event, which also
included a D] playing popular dance music.
“It’s such a fun way to get them involved

with community and start them out.”

Mateo Garza, a senior in high school,
recently joined the St. Ann Youth Ministry.
“I just learned about this group and events
and want to go to more. [ felt connected to
the people and the others but also to God
himself;” he says.

“We were writing Bible verses on cards,’
Garza adds, “and if one of those verses can
get along to a soldier, it can bring faith to
them as well”

BLESSED MICHAEL MCGIVNEY PARISH

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28 (FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY)
After 11:00AM Mass in 5t. Mary Hall

CALLINGALL CHILDREN!

SAT 12/13 REHEARS
SAT 12/27 DRESS REHE.
SET DESIGN NIGHT TBD - VOLUNTE

To sign up to participate, or with questions,
contact Joyce at joycecatala@yahoo.com

2025 ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL

Only a few of days left to get your gift in for the 2025 Appeal!

20% 30% 404 50% 50% 7

97.62% as of 12/9/25
$9,761,673.93 pledges from 29,243 generous donors

www.archdioceseofhartford.org/appeal

Total Goal: $10M

Help us reach our goal!

175 Main St, Cheshire




THE PASTOR’S CORNER

Over these past few weeks, we have been reflecting on the
verse from Psalm 46, “Be still, and know that | am God.” Be still
—has this been something we have been practicing this Advent
season amidst the secular disruptions and noise due to
preparing for Christmas- gatherings, gifts, Christmas dinner
planning, etc...? The main goal of this, however, is not just for
the Advent and Christmas season, but rather for everyday life.
By practicing ‘being still’ we not only put a pause in our daily
lives but also place ourselves in the presence of the Lord as he

touches our hearts and speaks to us in the sound of His silence.

In 2020-2021 Pope Francis instituted a year dedicated to St.
Joseph. In his document inaugurating the year Patris Corde—
With a Father's Heart, Pope Francis reflects very
compassionately on St. Joseph. However, there are two traits,
other than his fatherhood, of St. Joseph that stand out more
than all the rest- Joseph's courage and his silence. In the
Gospel of Matthew, Joseph is seen as a ‘just and righteous
man’, meaning that in the eyes of the law, and even God, he
was a devout and honest man. When it was found that Mary
was with child, although unknown by the power of the Holy
Spirit, Joseph’s intention to divorce her quietly would hinder his
‘just and righteous’ status. Nevertheless, with courage Joseph
took Mary into his home and became the foster father of Jesus.
Joseph's courage extends even beyond his most challenging
moment in the Gospel, too, fleeing to Egypt after Jesus is born
to escape Herod's persecution and eventually returning to
Nazareth and raising Jesus as his legal son. Joseph had the
audacity and courage to stand up to both Herod and his own kin
in order to do what is right according to God's plan. Pope
Francis writes, “God acted by trusting in Joseph's creative
courage... God always finds a way to save us, provided we
show the same creative courage as the carpenter of Nazareth,
who is able to turn a problem into a possibility by trusting
always in divine providence.”

St. Joseph's silence also is one of his greatest traits because it
reveals to us not only his absolute and total trust in God but
also his own self-giving to Mary and Jesus. “The logic of love is
always a logic of freedom, and Joseph knows how to love with
extraordinary freedom. He never made himself the center of
things. He did not think of himself but focused instead on the
lives of Mary and Jesus. Joseph found happiness not in mere
self-sacrifice, but in self-giving. In him, we never see frustration
but only trust. His patient silence was the prelude to concrete
expressions of trust.” St. Joseph focused not on himself, but on
his mission in this world- to be the obedient fatherly figure for
Jesus to learn from. Mary and Jesus were his focus- his life. His
silence helps us to understand that the fruit of our ‘being still’ is
trust in what God is doing in our life.

May it be through the intercession of St. Joseph that we all may,
with courage and silence, allow for our trust in God to grow-
amidst moments of triumph and challenge- and truly understand
that He is God, Emmanuel, and He is with us to the end of the

age.

-Fr. Matt

CHAMPS
MASONRY & CHIMNEY
R

HISTORIC RESTORATION

860-809-5950

champsmasonryandchimney.com

A0
SCAN HERE &l

NEVER MISS
OUR BULLETIN!

SUBSCRIBE

Have our bulletin emailed
to you every week.

MICHAEL RUSSELL
Office: 860-567-5406

860-806-7099
russellelectricct@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION and MAINTENANCE
271 Kenyon Road, Morris CT 06763

Health Insurance Medicare Plans
Turning 65? Some plans at 0 cost!
Steve Ardussi
860-567-5534

“Your Personal Benefits Advisor” « “Trusted and Local”

Visit www.parishesonline.com

Keith M. Phalen

%af_ dr) 27 Funeral Director

prphalen@snet.net
FUMEREAL HOME www.phalenfuneral.com

285 Migeon Ave., Torrington, CT

For all your real estate needs.

Atty. James Stedronsky

Stedronsky & Meter, LLC
62 West Street
On the green, Litchfield

860-567-9111
hjs@stedlaw.com
www.stedlawcom

Exclusively five-star rated on Google.

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Mary Hoffman

mhoffman@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x6340

Grotto Gift Shop
Tuesday to Saturday 4pm

10am -

First Communion,
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SUPPORT OUR

ADVERTISERS!

@ E.J. MURPHY REALTY
Experience You Can Trust Since 1946!
39 West Street 61 Sharon Turnpike
Litchfield, CT Goshen, CT
(860) 567-0813 (860) 491-1090
www .ejmurphyrealty.com
Serving Litchfield County Since 1946

50 Maontiort Rd (Bie.118), Litchfield, CT 06739 6B} 567-0891

Telephone (860) 482-3155
CIESCO MEMORIALS

Monuments + Markers ¢ Cleanings
Cemetery Lettering + Bronze Plagiies
John C. Ciesco 199 ‘Main Street
Cemetery Consultant Torrington, CT 06790

Email: ctesco@oytonﬁne.net www.ciescomemorials.com

__IF YOU LIVE ALONE |
IF YOU LIVE ALONE i

MDMedAlert!™ CALL NOW!
v Ambul v Police/Fi
» Family o GPS & Fall Alert 390(,30(?,2294 19 b

As Low As [ =

e

St Louis de Montfort, Litchfield, CT

03-0572



Commercial and Residential New Construction - 320 Goshen Rd., Litchfield, CT

T MARK ABBOTT 860-601-1280 ; SULLIVAN BROTHERS  Kitthens&Baths- i i i i
Coofs monz [ A e

p I N N Ac L E 1Wolcott Road, Wolcott - 203-879-4555 LOUIS HLADICK, Contractor
82 Litchfield Street, Torrington www.sullivan-brothers.com i STEVEN HLADICK, Contractor
' ) CARPENTRY Free Estimates - Visit Our Showroom I"—:“ Licensed & Insured
(860) 482-4456 | cookfuneralhomect.com || ™ 7re Highest Point in Quaity & Value “Your One Stop Remodeling and Building Center” — 860-567-0488 —

Specializing in Historic Restoration and Old House Renovations
ALL PHASE GENERAL CONTRACTING COMPANY

We're Here For You!
860-491-4673 (HOPE)

MITCHELL

soshencommunltycaTE-org RESTO F\' ATION Torrington‘ CT
s 860-489-HEAT (4328) « www.carlsonheating.com
5 Old Middle Street Goshen, CT 06756 860.689.6967- MITCHELLRESTORATION.COM CT Lic. #0409336-51

BUILDING & Visiting Nurse & Hospice
@ﬁl SURRLIES, INC. DOES YOUR NONPROFIT "'!.: NEWSLETTER of Litchfield County
Caring for the residents of Litchfield County Since 1922

o geoaszooo || ORGANIZATION NEED
860-482-1000
www.hartbuilding.com
1385 NEW LITCHFIELD ST, RTE. 202, TORRINGTON A NEWS'_E I IER?

Home Care - Palliative Care - Hospice - Therapy
860-379-8561 » www.foothillsvna.org

32 UNION STREET « WINSTED, CT
Kim D'Andrea, Realtor®

Patterson || cooging ad-supported
The Patterson Oil Company print and digital newsle_tters E].‘  The KIMRON Team
f to reach your community William Pitt Sotheby's Int | Realty
Fuel Qil - Propane Y : Scants 10 South St, PO Box 275 - Litchield, CT 06759
contact us! ¢ 860.459.4221 0 860.567.0806 x4524

860-489-9271 - 24 Hr. Emergency Service

Sotheby kdandrea@willampitt.com | williampitt.com
Lic. No. HOD048

VLTI oL ach Offce is Independently Owned and Operated.

Visit Ipicommunities.com

Wills, Trusts, Estate Planning
POAs and Living Wills
Atty. Michael J. Reardon
Atty. Janie L. McDermott

Carmody Torrance Sandak & Hennessey LLP
21 South Street, Litchfield, CT | (860) 567-0456

‘ Join us for socializing, entertainment & making new friends
R Free Trial Day « Program for Adults with Dementia

Adult Day " Light Breakfast « Healthy Lunch « Respite Care .“li "’5
Center Transportation « Art, Movement & Dance Therapy

409 Bantam Road, Litchfield « 860-567-2402 « nwctadultday.org

Jify o et
Your Brand, Your Price, G ] Dy HaH Roofing S‘rdmg Lc e R Kenneth Watson PO Box 274
Just Ask oshen 8605675161 Morris, CT 06763
» Fullv Licensed and Insmed g h !
61 Sharon Turnpike, Goshen wine SPI”fS Proudly serving Connecticut for more than 38 Years r E t ll 5 a arm P . «t'xq ‘:SS V‘.
ROOFING INSTALLATION & REPAIRS . .
860h491 2078 INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING Litchfield, CT anting ORrvice
gos enyvlne-OItg' ) Call or Text 860-485-5887 www.ArethusaFarm.com Interior & E)fterior Painting « Carpentry\A.Iork
goshenwineandspirits@gmail.com 5% DISCOUNT WITH.MENTION OF THISAD Snow Plowing « Gutters « Pressure Washing

® ADT-Monitored Home Security - |

™=  Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

e

&

Breakfast & Lunch

od Da = Open 7-3 Daily

. Bu_rqla_w ® Flood Detection 18 Commons Drive, Litchfield
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide Scan QR Code for Menu or to order

ENTER P

TREE SERVICE - LANDSCAPING

U Ve, MELARAGCNO IMPROVEMENTS Call TODAY for
SNOW REMOVAL .‘v‘e ?"', Famlly Owned & Operated. Serving VALUED Litchfield County FREE
- W . customers for over 15 years. a
JOSEPH LASKY JR. ML RRACNG Residential & Commercial CONSULTATION
203-948-7307 & Quote
IaSkyenterpl'iS@S-(om 5 i . Full Replacement and Repairs * Insurance Claim Management 860-605 8920

%m > JEREEARNINuston « Melissa A. Thurston Merak'[

239 West Street, Litchfield

AL Al Day Cafe

FUNERAL HOME Food to Love: that's our mission )
DOYLES MEDICAL SUPPLY, LLC TENDER CAR CARE THE BAKEHOUSE 860.361.9777 0
25 Coe Place + Torington, CT06790 GENERAL REPAIRS - USED CARS Hlous hangs ol _ e NS
e et vLITES - -"}j\ Established 1979 Artisan Breads + Wedding Cakes ; Pkt
i i “877, JODY DeLISLE, OWNER Specialty Baked Goods . MorakiFaod.com
office - - . Call to Place an Order! ¥ .
o SE0NE2.3508 . 860 567 4 1 40 860«361«643 | ThI‘:akeHnuseCT.mm ._ RIS Vong TRak

! doylesmedicalsupply.com 12 ROOSEVELT AVE. . BANTAM 7 North St., Litchfield, CT )

2026 Mow - g ¢ WERE HIRING!
Catholic : ‘ ™ ok :El;ou s:sLéLFEs EXECUTIVES

Calendar . e g | BRING YOUR PASSION.
Fill every month with faith! WORK WITH PURPOSE.

» Paid training * Some travel
« Work-life balance

Order Yours Today! > ~ « Full-Time with benefits

= Serve your community

@ Ad info. 1-800-477-4574  Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com St Louis de Montfort, Litchfield, CT ~ 03-0572




